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5A Cindy Lau Yuet Yin

Let’s imagine that you are planning your accommodation
and transportation for a trip, will Airbnb and Uber be your first
choice? These days, the idea of sharing economy has spread
all over the world. To use resources more efficiently, expand
their social networks and be environmentally-friendly, people
start to share things with others. According to the Oxford
English Dictionary, sharing economy refers to “an economic
system in which assets or services are shared between
private individuals, either free or for a fee, typically by means
of the internet”. Companies like Uber and Airbnb are some
examples of the renting out of products and services instead
of ownership. Despite its increasing popularity in some
western eountries, sharing economy in the east is still in its earliest stage.

A Uber as a part of sharing economy

Overlooking personal privacy and potential scams, people jump on the bandwagon and enjoy the
benefits. Most sharing platforms take advantage of the convenience of the latest technology and
encourage users to pay through different payment platforms. While people usually trust these
sharing platforms wholeheartedly, they pay less attention to how their personal information will be
usedby platform organisers. What makes matter worse, some products provided or exchanged are
not what the buyer expected. All of them are potential disadvantages of the sharing economy of
which users should always be aware.

The new trend had a positive impact on both the tourists and local people when the economic
activities are related to travelling. Travellers are able to meet new friends from other countries
during their trips and enjoy a stay at a lower price. Taking advantage of the sharing platforms such
as Airbnb, they have more choices when it comes to accommodation. Owners can offer their idle
rooms or items to travellers at a reasonable and affordable price in return for a fee, and both parties
can be benefited.

Sharing economy is promoting sustainable living. By sharing and exchanging the resources they
don’t frequently use, people can reduce waste and give a second life to the unwanted items.
Offering different payment platforms and marketing strategies, the sharing platforms provide a more
flexible and convenient way for owners to promote their assets or services. Consumers also have a
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wider choice of products and services and pay more flexibly. Some platforms also offer short-term
clothing and equipment rentals. For example, when people are looking for a formal dress to attend
a wedding ceremony, they can simply take a look on the sharing platforms such as Snap Goods,
instead of purchasing one from a shop, and wearing it once and leaving it idle.

In Hong Kong, some Uber drivers were arrested and fined after having been found guilty of driving
without a hire car permit. This sparked heated discussion on whether our existing regulations are
conducive to the “sharing economy”. With many “bicycle graveyards” found in cities like Shanghai,
bike-sharing industry in mainland China seemed to reach saturation point. Hong Kong'’s bike-
sharing industry has also been facing some issues of vandalism, theft, limited parking'spaces and
abandoned bikes. Is sharing economy suitable for every part of the world?

There is no denying that sharing economy enables people to fully use their idle resources and
expand their social networks. The city could derive benefit from it if the government is willing to
follow the new trend and conduct a review to make our laws more accommodative. The review is
essential to protect the interests of all existing stakeholders.

Sharing economy offers an alternative way to efficiently allocate our resources. It can make
Hong Kong a smarter city conductive to technology innovations. With close cooperation and
communication between different players of sharing economy, Hong Kong can become a better
place to live in.

Sharing economy offers an alternative way to efficiently allocate our resources. It can make Hong
Kong a smarter city conducive to technology innovations. However, before any change has taken
place, make sure we have to comply with the present laws. For example, it's deemed illegal if
people use a car for hire without a permit and drive without third-party insurance. People who
use this service have to bear responsibility for any loss or damage. With close cooperation and
communication between different players of sharing economy, Hong Kong can become a better
place to live in.

A Gobee bikes being dumped around A Gobee bikes being damaged

Sources of photos used:

https://www.uber.com/hk/zh-hk/

https://foundersfloor.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/uber-taxi-for-web-0.jpg
https://yp.scmp.com/over-to-you/op-ed/article/106128/hong-kong%E2%80%99s-new-bike-sharing-company-gobeebike-having-rough-ride
https://www.scmp.com/comment/letters/article/2178521/can-hong-kong-do-something-about-those-broken-dumped-shared-bikes
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Under elitism and the make-or-break Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education Examination, students studying
in the city of elitism come across intense competition in academic results. According to a survey conducted by The
Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups, in 2012 there were over 50 per cent of secondary students enrolled in private
tutoring services and approximately 22.1 per cent of primary students in primary level 3 or lower enrolled in private
tutoring. This reveals the fact that attending private tuitions after school is prevalent among Hong Kong students,
causing controversy and question among the public on whether or not private tutoring is needed after school.

The reasons behind this trend have long been recognized, the era we’re living in, the era of jumping on the
bandwagon, joining the majority. More and more pupils are opting for private tutoring due to peer pressure and
advertisements. When most of your classmates are having private tutorial class after school, then you may feel
like you have to go for those classes so that you will not lag behind them. Private tutoring then becomes a social
trend instead of helping students to clarify certain topics. Advertisements posted in the streets and bursting
on social media also urge students to attend private tutorial classes, claiming a guarantee of 5** in the DSE
examination.

Undoubtedly, for students who are falling behind in a certain subject and cannot fully understand the topics taught
in classes, attending private tutoring after school may help them a lot and boost their grades in school. Every one
of us is born different, with talents, abilities and skills on different subjects and areas. Unlike school teachers, the
private tutors can provide a personalized teaching pace and studying timetable for students, so as to meet their
demands in studies. It may also benefit those who are shy and not brave enough to raise questions in class. Since
private tutors will handle problems with you in small groups, weaknesses, misunderstandings and doubts are
easily discovered and thus, solved.

Some people who are gifted may also need private tutoring so as to meet their demands of higher level education.
Some students are more outstanding than the others in academics. The materials taught in school may be easy
for them which make them feel bored. For these kinds of students, taking classes outside school with more tailor-
made and sophisticated information can enable them to learn faster in a productive way.

However, despite the benefits associated with private tutoring, it is still not a must and if students take too much
unnecessary private tutoring, it will result in an excessive consumption on time and money. If students are
spending too much time and money on the unnecessary private tutoring classes, this will reduce their time for
studying and revising, as well as the time for doing homework. It will also limit the time for them to play or do
some extra-curricular activities such as sports and music. The student’s life will then be bounded with tutorial
classes and classes in school which are genuinely boring. Private tutoring is meaningless too if the students are
taking tutorial classes offering the same information taught in classes. Tutorial classes are generally expensive,

charging from $150 to $500 per lesson or even more. This

will increase the financial burden of the family concerned. »

In conclusion, in spite of the benefits associated with private k ‘\‘

tutoring, students taking too much unnecessary private " (\ \
tutoring may lead to unbalanced and boring school life and / o0 ‘ '
wastes money and time. ‘>_U\. A 1



Are We Promoting Poverty Tourism?

On the surface, Hong Kong is a wealthy cosmopolitan city surrounded by skyscrapers, busy
shopping malls and affluent people. What people seem to overlook is the dark side of Hong Kong —
the impoverished areas.

A hostel in Sham Shui Po called Wontonmeen offers caged sleeping bunks to foreign travellers at
a cost of US $26 a night. Located at the city’s poorest district, the hostel claims to give tourists a
taste of the real Hong Kong, which turns into a controversial topic — whether poverty tourism, also
dubbed slum tourism, should be introduced. Poverty tourism or slum tourism is a type of tourism
that involves visiting impoverished areas, whether in developing countries or the shabby places in
the rural areas. The term was originally focused on the slums of London and Manhattan in the 19th
century. Slum tourism is now becoming increasingly prominent in many places, including South
Africa, India, Brazil, Poland, Kenya, the Philippines and the United States.

Some people are fascinated by this unique way to travel the world but it provoked criticism in Hong
Kong. For example, some criticised that poverty tourism could tarnish the image and reputation of
Hong Kong. The city is dubbed an international financial centre, and its tourism plays a crucial role
in building this prosperity image. However, poverty tourism appears to reveal “the real Hong Kong”,
a dark side with which many foreigners are not familiar. Such contrasting images could make them
confused.

Besides, the term comes under harsh criticism because it seems to discriminate against the grass
roots. Some low-income Hongkongers are unwilling to reveal their regular life to strangers. Some
of them would feel humiliated too. It’s not advisable to engage in poverty tourism if it causes
disturbance to local people.

A Wontonmeen-in Sham Shui Po offering caged sleeping bunks A Wontonmeen in Sham Shui Po giving
travellers the dark side of Hong Kong

Sources of information:

http://www.wontonmeen.com/hostel.html
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/features/photography/history-controversy-debate-slum-tourism/
https://qz.com/665248/the-ethical-questions-that-every-traveler-should-ask-about-poverty-tourism/



A Tourists taking pictures of a boy in a slum

The following concerns about slum tourism need to be considered:

* It seems that slum tours treat people like animals in a zoo. The way people look at the poor would
make them feel uncomfortable and trigger conflicts.

» Some visitors only focus more on taking pictures. Are local people willing to be a part of your
photo albums? Would tourists interact with local people too? Would poverty tourism encourage
cultural exchange?

* Most local people do not intend to make their private life open to travelers when they are washing,
cleaning, preparing food. It appears that poverty tourism could lead to the invasion on privacy.

There's a flip side. Poverty tourism has its supporters, many of whom believe-slum tourism would
ultimately facilitate the development of these impoverished areas and help improve the lives
of the grass roots. Some visitors who take these tours genuinely show. their care and have-a
better understanding of these people. A few visitors also give local people money such as buying
souvenirs. When people take pictures and post online, it would raise public awareness too. With a
deeper understanding of poverty, less and less people contain an offensive stereotype of the grass
roots.

Taking all aspects into consideration, | believe the image of a city could/be tarnished by promoting
slum poverty. It tells travelers many people have been facing a harsh reality)— living in such
inhumane, impoverished and marginalized areas. If you considertaking part in-this kind of tours to
slums, remember to stay safe and respect others.

Sources of photos used:

http://www.wontonmeen.com/hostel.html
https://www.efe.com/efe/english/corporate/slum-tourism-in-kenya-aid-of-a-good-cause-or-poverty-voyeurism/5000027 1-3038752
https://zurukenya.com/2013/08/15/povertys-poster-child/
https://en.tripadvisor.com.hk/Hotel_Review-g294217-d7272139-Reviews-Wontonmeen_Hostel-Hong_Kong.html
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5D Cherry Wong Cheuk Wa

The internet plays an integral part of our lives, but it is essential to be aware of its dangers. Otherwise,
our personal information may be misused.

One of the tips is to learn how social media sites like Facebook, Instagram and Twitter use your
information before you sign up to any of them. When you fill in your personal information in your social
media accounts, try to keep everything private and constantly change passwords as you don’t know if your
accounts would be made public. You should read privacy terms, policies and user agreements thoroughly.

Here are a few tips on various social networking sites:

(Facebook ﬁ\\_. o * % % e,

e You can manage who can see your posts or photos. To do so, edit your friends
list in your privacy setting or select the audience by clicking the globe icon in
your timeline.

e To avoid being tagged, change the “Timeline and Tagging Settings”. Review
posts and tags before they appear on Facebook.

e |t is advisable not to write a lot of your personal information on your account such
as where you live, study and work. This is a good way to prevent someone from °

stalking you.
—— Instagram

o Make your Instagram accounts private so as to select who
can view your posts.

e You can always block or mute some offensive accounts by
managing the “Blocked Accounts” and “Muted Accounts”
in your settings. You can also select or remove followers
by editing your followers list.

e You can block comments by managing the “Comment
Twrtter L\ Controls” in your setting.

e You can set your Twitter accounts to private too.

e If you don’t want to be tagged, untick the “Photo Tagging” option.

e Try not to show your location. To do so, disable the “location”
option in the “Privacy & Safety”.

I’'m not an expert at online security, but it's my hope that everyone can stay safe on social media in a
time of fast changing technology.
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AttainlHigherlGrades

5B Yola Wong Yi Tung

Have you ever experienced sitting in front of your working table, with piles of unfinished
assignments being due tomorrow, but turned out wandering around your flat without producing
anything or ended up wasting your lovely weekend on those content farms on YouTube while you
could have finished your essay instead? You totally understand the consequences of not getting ‘the
right things’ done but you just simply can’t focus. To alter the situation, the Pomodoro Technique
might work on you!

What is the Pomodoro Technique?

So what is Pomodoro Technique actually? Pomodoro stands for tomato in Italian while the
Pomodoro technique is a time management system developed by Francesco Cirillo in 1987, which
works by breaking time into several intervals. The detailed instructions are shown below.

I 1. Choose a task you'd like to get done |
| 2. Set the Pomodoro for 25 minutes |
i 3. Work on the task until the Pomodoro rings

4. When the Pomodoro rings, put a checkmark on a piece of paper
i 5. Take a short break
I 6. Every 4 Pomodori, take a longer break i

It is claimed that the Pomodoro technique can help

HOW TO STOP PROCRASTINATING WITH

POMODORO TECHNIQUE focusing on tasks. One tends to focus solely on tasks
3 and get as much done as possible in the fixed 25

Q:
o>

minutes, knowing that when the timer goes off, you
can check inbox messages or get a snack, and avoid
being distracted in the midst of doing your tasks, and
hence, improve productivity.

The Pomodoro Technique also increases the
accountability of work you have done. By counting
checks on the piece of paper, calculating the time you
have actually worked that day accurately becomes
possible. It also helps you with getting an idea of your
time distribution throughout the day.

A Details and remarks of the pomodoro technique

9

Sources of Information:
https://francescocirillo.com/pages/pomodoro-technique
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pomodoro_Technique
https://open.buffer.com/science-taking-breaks-at-work/
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Furthermore, taking regular breaks improves productivity. Breaks keep your mind refreshed and

stay away from fatigue. It is proved that making frequent decisions throughout your day can wear

down your willpower and reasoning ability. Taking breaks restores your energy to cope with tasks.

My review: Is Pomodoro Technique a Panacea for Procrastinator?

As an ultimate procrastinator, | have always been trying
out ways to stay focused. | had experienced the Pomodoro
Technique for 3 hours and | would say that the technique
works pretty well on trivial tasks but not the ones involving
continuous thinking and organization. Surely it has helped
me to divide time into sections that help to get started
quickly. I admit that the Pomodoro Technique has prevented
me from sidetracking and immersing myself into the world
of entertainment when switching around tasks (like what
| usually do). It is unexpected that | could be so focused
during the 3 hours and not having been distracted by the
smartphone.

However, the inflexibility of the Pomodoro Technique can
hinder your creativity. | found it rather annoying to hear
the alarm ringing every 25 minutes. You definitely do not
want to hear the alarm when you are planning on an essay.
Struggling between finishing the Pomodoro and ignoring it is
a torture.

Discover why over
2 million people use...

THE

POMODORO
TECHNIQUE®

] 10 15 |"I
]

The Life-Changing
Time-Management System

FRANCESCO CIRILLO

CREATOR OF
[W@WTECHNI@EJ

A The cover of The Pomodoro Technique

Distractions are unavoidable in real life. Shutting off the outside world is just impossible. An
unpredicted call from your family can easily disrupt your Pomodoro, adding difficulties to finish one.

In a nutshell, there are both pros and cons with the Pomodoro Technique. Forcing oneself to
follow it is simply unnecessary. It is perfectly fine to follow the Pomodoro Technique if one needs
assistance on self-control. Yet, it is more important to find one’s own pattern on time management

rather than pointlessly following any systems.

B woRrk

ONE POMODORO CYCLE

BREAK

A A Pomodoro timer (left) and the Pomodoro cycle

Sources of Photos used:
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/the-pomodoro-technique-9780753548387
https://www.inkley.us/blog/pomodoro-technique-infographic
http://www.happyasannie.com/the-pomodoro-technique/
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Fast Recovery from Super-Fyphoon Mangkhut,
thanks to our School’s Caretakers and Office Staff

4C Miranda Ng Yi

Do you still remember a last September day when the heavy rain
smashed the windows of your room and the strong wind howled
horribly outside? On the following day, you found most trees in Hong
Kong collapsed and commuters were left confused as they tried to
work during suspensions of rail and bus services.

It was super typhoon Mangkhut which smashed into Hong Kong
in September, causing extensive damage in the city including our
school. You might enjoy your “special holiday” at home due to class
suspensions. However, some people were working very hard at our
school to speed up recovery from Mangkhut.

Our school’s caretakers and office staff deserve the honour of being 7 e o
named the most hardworking stars. The day after Mangkhut hit ABenches and trees blovxt/)r;i?]way
Hong Kong, these respectful staff started their work on tidying our to the p‘gyt?“:”gﬁof;e{,.angfhut
“‘devastated” campus. Some wooden benches were blown away smashec oY ¥

to the playground and caretakers put them back in the covered
playground. They cleared up the fallen branches and trees all
over the ground and swept away the rubbish at every corner. They
cleaned up many pieces of paper and cardboards torn away from our
boards. What surprised us most was our caretakers’ effort to move
all metal lockers back to where they were so we had enough space
to walk along the corridors when we went back to our school. (Don’t
forget these lockers carried our books and notes, making them much
heavier!) The office staff held fast to their positions to ensure the
efficient running of our school once we went back. They also patiently
answered students’ and parents’ inquiries. All of their hard work was
to ensure we had a safe and comfortable learning environment. Our
school looked so normal as it hadn’t been hit by the typhoon.

A Many trees in our school collapsed

Destructive as the super typhoon Mangkhut was, our school’s
caretakers and office staff are always here for us. They having
been doing enormous work for us without complaint, but have we
felt thankful enough for their selfless effort?

Every day our caretakers work hard for our school. Long before you
get to school, they have already started their daily work. They clean
every toilet and classroom daily to keep the environment clean and
tidy. Before assemblies or special events like the fashion show,
they arrange all chairs in the hall efficiently. On the other hand, the
office staff members try their best to resolve our issues such as
doing administrative work and answering our inquiries. Sometimes,
they also solve our teachers’ technical problems and provide us
with learning equipment such as iPads. All caretakers and office

staff play an integral part in our school.
AMany metal lockers blown away by

oon =
the typh So whenever you see our caretakers and office staff, please recall

their countless contribution to.our school and say “thank you”.
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A Life Planning Salon A Teachers and students discussing plans for life and career
at life Planning Salon

dolescence is a critical stage of development as young people start developing strengths, and skills.

There is no denying that life planning plays a vital role in this stage. It helps students enhance their
self-understanding and goal setting and equips them with correct attitude and knowledge. Students can
also learn to make a wise choice according to their interests and abilities and prepare themselves for
tertiary education and the workplace. While in our school, with the hard work of the Career Guidance
Committee, Career Aspiration Society, Sun-light Society, and Career Prefects, students are given
opportunities and guidance to explore interests and abilities, and know more about their dream career
through various activities such as visits, talks and quizzes. All career and life planning activities
encourage students to work harder to make their dreams come true. To facilitate life planning of our
students, a new facility — Life Planning Salon-has been launched in this school year.

At first glance, “salon” literally means a shop where you are provided with hair-styling services. It also
means a gathering for intellectuals and philosophers to exchange ideas. Throwing back to the 17th and
18th centuries, salon meetings were popular among scholars to discuss politics, arts, philosophy and
social issues. Based on this historical meaning, the Life Planning Salon in our school is where students
can use to discover and discuss their interests and abilities and make better plans for their life and
career. It helps raise the awareness of the importance of having a detailed plan about their future.

Several career and life planning activities were held after the launch of the salon, like the Joint University
Programmes Admissions System (JUPAS) counselling gatherings specially held for S.6 students in
November. These meetings helped students make their programme choices of their JUPAS application
according to their strengths and interests. They were also given some useful advice on how to prepare
every possible outcome after receiving their HKDSE results such as modifying their JUPAS programme
choices. With all useful information about further education and career, students at the salon meetings
will create a detailed plan and develop a positive mind to help them handle all challenges.

With offering individual career and life-planning services, the Life Planning Salan appears to be a symbolic
mark on our life’s journey. The salon helps us make a clear goal to plan for what we hope to achieve in the
future. We thank our school for making us lifelong learners with hope to continuously equip ourselves with
necessary skills and knowledge in face of future challenges.
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Q: Do you enjoy teaching at True Light Girls’ College?

A: As a Geography and English teacher at True Light Girls’ College (TLGC), | enjoy teaching
here because True Light girls behave well in class and they are polite to teachers and
others. With the positive and lively learning atmosphere, students work very hard and get
along well with each other.

Teaching here is a great experience as colleagues are very friendly and helpful. If | have
any questions, | can always ask them and they are willing to give me useful advice and
support. Situated near Yau Ma Tei MTR station, the school is easily accessible. A variety of
restaurants are only a short distance away so teachers and students can take a short walk
to have lunch during their lunch break. The school also provides a variety of useful teaching
materials and equipment like computers and visualisers, which make both teaching and
learning more effective and time-saving.

True Light girls are enthusiastic about learning. Students and teachers also have a congenial
relationship. | believe teaching here can enrich my teaching experience and add colours to
my life.

: What subjects do you teach?
: I've been teaching Mathematics.

: Do you enjoy teaching at True Light Girls’ College?

: | definitely enjoy teaching at TLGC. Everyone is friendly, helpful and warm-hearted here.
Colleagues are supportive, while students are meticulous, polite and attentive. | feel full of
love and warmth when my students gave me their self-made birthday cakes and presents,
as well as Christmas cards. These are sweet memories that | will never forget. All in all, | just
enjoy every moment with all of you. Thank you so much!

: What are your motivations and mottos that keep you working?

: My favourite quote goes to “Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep your balance, you must keep
moving,” written by Albert Einstein. Life is a long journey. We have to remind ourselves to
keep moving forward, that is life-long learning. Everyone has their own pace, so it is fine to
move slowly, as long as you keep learning and improving. Every little step forward makes
you a better person.




Q: What are your motivations or mottos that keep you working?

A: The easiest way to stay young is to work with young people. It's our duty to learn as much as
we can, and I'm surprised True Light girls can be very inspirational and creative. We always
learn from each other, share our experiences and grow together.

Q: What is your first impression on this school?

A: | used to think students at TLGC are shy and hardworking. After a few months, I'm
partly correct only. True Light girls are willing to learn, ask questions and complete many
challenging tasks. I'm surprised that they are very active at school. When we meet, they
greet me with energetic voices and smiling faces. | feel empowered and full of hope. It's True
Light girls who make our school brighter and shinier.

Q: What makes you choose teaching at TLGC?

A: | used to be a student at this school and | take a new role as a teacher and an office
staff. Despite this new position, | enjoy this extraordinary experience. Teachers are very
supportive and kind while students are well-behaved and hardworking. Because of such
positive and harmonious school environment, | decided to work at my alma mater. This is
where | can continue to serve my school and treasure all valuable experiences.

Ms:, Lewng) KaniHan

Q: What are your motivations or mottos that keep you working?

A: I’'m impressed with what Walt Disney said — “Our greatest natural resource is the minds
of our children.” As a teacher for Career Guidance Committee, | believe that our students are
one of our city’s greatest assets. This is why it's essential to give them useful information on
further education and career. | hope | can help them build interests and abilities, and face future
challenges together.

Q: What is your first impression on this school?

A: Undoubtedly, the first impression here was that all True Light girls are polite and elegant. |
used to be a student at Kowloon True Light School and I've discovered students from both
True Light schools are very hardworking, talented and responsible. I'm also impressed
with the long tradition of TLGC such as requiring students to have two braids as part of
their school dress code. All staff members here are also very friendly and warm. All these
elements have given me a very good impression on this school’s learning and working
environment.
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Small Great Things

5D Cherry Wong Cheuk Wa

“The love that binds us is stronger than the differences that divide us.”
- Jodi Picoult -

‘ binds
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There are two kinds of books — the ones that you finish and the ones
that leave you lingering with fleeting memories. “Small Great Things”,
written by Jodi Picoult, definitely belongs to the latter.

“Small Great Things” is a fictional work written by Jodi Picoult
to strengthen the philosophies of Dr Martin Luther King on the
perpetuation of racism in American society. The narration is on the
protagonist, Ruth Jefferson, a labour-and-delivery nurse for more than
twenty years in a small hospital. Ruth was widowed after her husband
died in Afghanistan and a mother to her only son, Edison. The
competent nurse had diligently executed her duties with tenderness
and compassion for the new-borns in the palliative care unit. During
1| her twenty years of service, Ruth was faced with a dilemma when

a white couple recommended Ruth not to attend to their new-born

son on racial grounds. Ruth was dumbfounded when the hospital

administration complied with the couple’s recommendation. Later the
baby, Davis, got a cardiovascular attack when Ruth was all alone. Fixed in a dilemma, she did not know
whether to assist the baby or adhere to the hospitals’ and parents’ recommendation.

A Jodi Picoult

| took interest in this book in first place because of the book title “Small Great Things”, which was inspired
by one of the quotes from Martin Luther King, “If | cannot do great things, | can do small things in a great
way”. The protagonist, Ruth Jefferson, was the only coloured staff member in the maternity ward of the
Connecticut hospital. Initially, Ms Jefferson portrayed ignorance on the impact of racial representation in her
community because she felt that she treated others the same way she expected them to treat her. The reality
of skin colour placed one in a society dawned on her when a sexists Turk and his wife Brittany Bauer refused
to have her care for their new-born son, she was shocked and disappointed when the hospital obliged to the
couple's request. But, with no option she obeyed, when she was the only person on duty the baby stopped
breathing, and Ruth was charged with the child’s death. Living amid his baby son’s sudden death, the Turk
looked for someone to vent his frustration and anger and filed a murder case on Ms Jefferson.

In the entire book, the author showed that individual and institutional racism causes melodramatic
criticism of people of colour and oversimplification of complex situations in life because the villains of the
story were not directly affected by the unfair treatment and prejudices of racial concerns. She offered
three protagonist narrators in the “Small Great Things” to show the three positions of racial discrimination
directly affecting the modern society. Through the eyes of Ruth Jefferson, the audience would be
exposed to the ignorance position of the victims directly affected by racism at their workplaces, in the
society living with other people, and in the hands of institutions. Kennedy McQuarie was a narrator that
gave the readers the indirect racism perpetrated towards people of colour. Through the eyes of Kennedy,
Ruth’s lawyer, she defends the accused black nurse was defended, but her legal advice startled the
readers whether she was good willed or not. Through the eyes of Turk Bauer, the readers were exposed
to direct hatred and prejudice on racial grounds.

In her narration, Picoult brought out the background scenario of racial prejudice happening in our
everyday situations that escape public interests. That is why | think this book is inspirational to every one
of us. We are all born with different genders, skin colours, appearances, exposed with different cultures,
traditions, and educations, but our hearts beat the same.

Sources of photos used:
https://parralibrary.wheelers.co/title/9781952534676/epub
https://twitter.com/jodipicoult

https://www.jodipicoult.com/



Death is not something we should be afraid
of when you know there is someone who will
remember you for eternity.

As expected from PIXAR and Walt Disney, a
heart touching masterpiece was once again
produced. The total gross of the animation Coco
stands at a remarkably high amount, bringing in
$807.1 million in ticket sales over the world. The
reasons behind this popularity have long been
wondered. What causes the audiences to swoon
over this movie?

Coco was inspired by the Mexican
Day of the Dead holiday which
family members would gather and
pray for their family and relatives
who have passed away so as to
ensure them to walk through their
spiritual journey smoothly. The
movie also took many Mexican
features as a reference, like the
Mexican cempasuchil, a traditional
flower used to honor the dead, and
Mexican paper crafts.

With the enthusiasm for music, a
12-year-old boy Miguel aspired
to be a musician, following the
footsteps of his idol, Ernesto de la
Cruz. Due to the trauma of dead
ancestors, his family strictly forbade Miguel from
playing musical instruments. Despite his family’s
objection, Miguel stole the guitar of Ernesto de
la Cruz in his mausoleum to use it for the talent
show. However, little did he know that stealing
from the dead would take him to the other side
of the world, The Land of the Dead. Miguel met a
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skeleton called Héctor who was almost forgotten
by his family. Miguel then agreed to take his
picture back to the Land of the Living in returns
of bringing him to meet Ernesto de la Cruz
whom he assumed to be his great-grandfather.
In short, Miguel realized that Ernesto de la Cruz
passed off Héctor’s compositions as his own and
poisoned him to death. In the end, Héctor finally
reconciled with Miguel’s family.

Back to the Land of the Living, Miguel passed
the lullaby “Remember Me” from Héctor to his
grandma Coco. It revitalized
her memory and she sang
along to it. At the end of the
movie, Miguel proudly sang
songs to his family, without
hesitation, without taking lives
and deaths into account.

This animation is not your
typical animation which can
boldly tell you about the matter
of death. One of the main
purposes of this movie is the
importance of keeping your
dead relatives in your heart.
Living in a fast-paced city, you
can’t help but devote yourself to
work and academics. Even on
the only day to pay respect to
our ancestors, Ching Ming Festival, the majority of
teenagers nowadays are not willing to do so.

The Oscar-winning and worldwide hit soundtrack
“‘Remember Me” seems to be conveying the
message of not to obliterate your loved ones. The
disappearance is somewhat nugatory if you keep
them deep down in your heart.

Sources of information:
https://www.the-numbers.com/movie/Coco-(2017)#tab=summary

Sources of photos used:
http://gallsource.com/hd-background/coco-2017-1012-x-1500

https://wallpapersite.com/movies/coco-animation-pixar-2017-4k-7847 .html
https://wallpapersite.com/movies/coco-pixar-animation-4k-8k-7940.html
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